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MEASURE:  H.B. No. 1801 
TITLE:  RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY. 
 
Chair Lee and Members of the Committee: 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Amends the definition of "renewable portfolio standard" to more accurately reflect the 
percentage of renewable energy penetration in the State.  Establishes renewable 
portfolio standards and targets for gas utility companies that mirrors those set for 
electric utility companies. 
 
POSITION: 
 
�7�K�H�� �3�X�E�O�L�F�� �8�W�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� ���³�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�´���� �R�Ifers the following comments for 
consideration. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
The Commission takes no position with respect to establishing a new RPS for the gas 
utility as proposed in Section 2 and Section 3.  The Commission notes at this time it is 
�X�Q�F�O�H�D�U�� �K�R�Z�� �W�K�H�� �V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�� �G�D�W�D�� �Q�H�H�G�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�U�D�F�N�� �W�K�H�� �J�D�V�� �X�W�L�O�L�W�\�¶�V�� �5�3�6�� �V�W�D�W�X�V�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H 
measured and reported.  For example, the gas RPS is based on gas sold for electric 
generation, yet gas can be used for many other purposes as well.  It is unclear how it 
could be determined whether the gas sold was actually used for electrical energy 
generation.  The gas utility may have additional information regarding their ability to 
measure and report this data. 
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The Commission takes no position with respect to redefining the electricity RPS as 
proposed in Sections 4 and 5.  The Commission notes at this time it is unclear how the 
�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�� �G�D�W�D�� �Q�H�H�G�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�U�D�F�N�� �W�K�H�� �H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�� �X�W�L�O�L�W�\�¶�V�� �5�3�6�� �V�W�D�W�X�V�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�G�� �D�Q�G��
reported.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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Before the House Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection  
Thursday, January 25, 2018, 8:30 a.m., room 325 
HB 1801:  RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY 
 
Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair Lowen, and members of the Committees, 
 
�2�Q���E�H�K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���(�Q�H�U�J�\���5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�L�����³�'�(�5���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�´�������,���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H��
to testify in strong support for HB 1801�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�P�H�Q�G�V���W�K�H���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\���S�R�U�W�I�R�O�L�R�����³�5�3�6�´�� 
to more accurately reflect the amount of renewable energy generation in Hawaii based upon 
electricity generation rather than electricity sales, and which creates an RPS for gas utilities. The 
DER Council is a nonprofit trade organization formed to assist with the development of 
distributed energy resources and smart grid technologies to support an affordable, reliable, and 
sustainable energy supply for Hawaii.   
 
The Hawaii state legislature amended the RPS from 40% renewables for electricity generation by 
2030 to 100% renewables for electricity generation by 2045.  However, many people and even 
some stakeholders who have worked closely on these issues mistakenly believe that 100% 
renewables by 2045 as per our current accounting for the RPS literally means that 100% of all 
energy generated and sold in Hawaii will come from renewable generation.  Instead, because the 
current language in the RPS�����W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶s RPS could actually meet the 100% mandate, but still 
generate some electricity from fossil fuels.  In fact, the more roof top generation that is included 
in the calculation, the greater the amount of fossil fuels that could be included in the RPS at 
100%.   
 
In addition, DERC strongly supports the development of an RPS for gas utilities.  Natural gas is 
another form of fossil fuel, and the use of natural gas for electricity generation should have a 
reasonable plan to join Hawaii�¶s 100% renewable energy goal. 
 
The DER Council supports HB 1801 because the proposed amendment clarifies the accounting 
for the RPS by basing the entire RPS upon electricity generation, and because HB 1801 
rightfully includes gas utilities in Hawaii�¶s 100% renewable mandate.  In this way HB 1801 
ensures that the RPS will reflect what most think that it already means:  a complete independence 
from imported fossil fuels by 2045.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify 
 
Leslie Cole-Brooks 
Executive Director 
DER Council of Hawaii 
 



 
 
 
 
 
To: The Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection (EEP) 
From: Brodie Lockard, 350Hawaii.org 
Date: Wednesday, January 24, 2018 
Re: Support for HB 1801, Relating to Renewable Energy 
 
 
Dear Chair Lee, Vice Chair Lowen and Committee members-- 
 
350Hawaii.org supports HB 1801, with an amendment that it applies to all 
regulated activities of the gas company, rather than just "grid connected electrical 
energy generation." 
 
Whatever LNG is used for, it will eventually be burned, and it's the burning that 
needs monitoring and regulation.  Grid connected electrical energy generation 
may be only a small part of its use.  Hawaii Gas's website says, it's used for heat, 
hot water, "manufacturing processes, drying, cooling," and "natural gas can also 
be used for ... electricity production, ground and marine transportation and 
various industrial applications." 
 
LNG has no place in Hawaii's clean energy future and makes our dependence on 
imported, dirty fossil fuels worse, not better.  Using less (or none) of it would also 
send a message to suppliers that it's high time they get out of that destructive 
business and focus on clean energy instead. 
 
It's unfortunate that many other states aren't taking climate change seriously.  
We are, to a point, but we should be taking every possible action to combat it, 
both to set an example and to save our own skins.  Now that we have a 100% 
clean energy goal, many Hawaii residents may think, "Well, we're good.  Nothing 
else needs to be done."  That's clearly not the case.  There is plenty more we 
can do. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony in support of HB 1801. 
 
 
Brodie Lockard 
350Hawaii.org 
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COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 , 8:30 AM., Room Number 325 
HB1801, RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY 

TESTIMONY 
Beppie Shapiro, Legislative Committee, League of Women Voters of Hawaii 

Chair LEE; Vice-Chair LOWEN, and Committee Members: 

The League of Women Voters of Hawaii SUPPORTS HB1801 and SUGGESTS an amendment. 

HB1801 would change the definition of the Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) contained in Act 97 

(2015) to more accurately estimate the percentage of renewable energy in HawaiiÕs energy 

portfolio; and would establish an RPS which applies to gas utilities as they generate electricity.   

We definitely support these changes to RPS calculations.  It is important to keep track of progress towards 

HawaiiÕs goal of 100% renewable energy by 2045 goal. The proposed revision to the definition of RPS will 

improve the accuracy of measurement of progress, thus enabling policy makers to adjust policies such as 

incentives if needed to reach our goal.  

We also support including gas (a fossil fuel) in calculating an RPS applied to gas-generated electricity, 

which will level the playing field for the electric and gas utilities, and also more accurately document the 

amount of renewable energy into HawaiiÕs energy mix.   

However this bill leaves out of consideration the amount of gas used in ways other than electricity 

generation, for example as a fuel in manufacturing plants and in gas powered stoves, water heaters etc.  

We suggest the bill be amended to include all the gas utilityÕs activities which supply energy in Hawaii, not 

only those which provide electricity.  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

H.B. No. 1801 

Relating to Renewable Energy  

Thursday, January 25, 2018 
8:30 am 

 State Capitol, Conference Room 325  

 
Lisa Giang 

Manager, Advanced Planning 
Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc. 

 
 
Chair Lee, Vice Chair Lowen, and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Lisa Giang and I am testifying on behalf of Hawaiian Electric 

Company and its subsidiary utilities Maui Electric Company and Hawai�µi Electric Light 

Company ���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�����W�K�H���³�&�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�´�� in strong support of establishing a 

renewable gas portfolio standard, but in opposition to the timing of the changes 

proposed to the renewable portfolio standard ���³�5�3�6�´����applying to electric utilities.   As 

such, we cannot support this bill in its current form. 

The Companies are in strong support of H.B. 1801 establishing a 100% RPS 

�E�\�� ���������� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �J�D�V�� �X�W�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �D�O�L�J�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �6�W�D�W�H�¶�V�� �S�Rlicy to transition away from 

fossil fuels and towards renewable energy. The Companies offer the following 

comments for consideration: 

1. To ensure progress towards the 100% RPS by 2045, establish 

intermediate goals similar to the electric utilities from 2030 on. 

2. The gas RPS as written applies to the regulated gas utilities only while 

the unregulated gas market could remain on fossil fuels and not 

transition to renewable energy. This would leave a major gap in the 

�6�W�D�W�H�¶�V���F�O�H�D�Q���H�Q�H�U�J�\���S�R�O�L�F�\���D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���Fustomers the option to disconnect 



from the electric grid and self-generate using fossil fuels without any 

oversight or accountability. 

Our concerns over the proposed changes to the definition of the RPS for 

electric utilities center on the timing of these changes.  The proposed definition 

includes all grid-connected energy systems �± which includes fossil fueled customer-

owned generation over which we have no control �± and therefore exposes us to non-

compliance if customers choose to invest in fossil gas-fired cogeneration.  Applying 

this new definition to our 2020 RPS requirement, which is less than two years away, 

unfairly increases the risk to us of not achieving the 30% RPS in 2020.  Applying the 

change instead to our 2030 RPS and beyond would be a more reasonable timeframe 

to align the market realities and public policy, and also mitigate our concern over 

customer-owned fossil fueled generation as the new renewable gas RPS begins to 

kick in.   

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
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